
GEORGE RODRIQUE’S BLUE DOG 
FETCHES DONATIONS 
FOR 15 NEW BOSTON UPRIGHTS 
AT LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY       

CHRONICLE
I N S T I T U T I O N A L  N E W S  F R O M  S T E I N W A Y  &  S O N S

I S S U E  O N E ,  2 0 1 5

BATON ROUGE, LA – The Blue Dogs’ 

bark is Bach to the ears of students at 

Louisiana State University, who are now 

playing new Steinway-designed Boston 

pianos in the College of Music and 

Dramatic Arts.

 Fifteen Boston uprights are gifts 

from the George Rodrique Foundation 

of the Arts, named for the Cajun visual 

artist who passed away in 2013. One of 

Rodrique’s most iconic images depicts 

Blue Dog sitting next to a black piano, 

believed to be a Steinway. Sparked by 

the folklore legend of a ghost dog 

roaming through sugar cane fields to 

frighten naughty children, Rodrigue 

imagined the night sky would lend a 

bluish hue to the animal’s fur. Paying 

homage to the jazz classic made 

famous by Dave 

Brubeck, he 

called it “Take 

Five.” The sale of 

950 limited 

edition prints 

helped finance 

the acquisition, 

according to 

Jacque Rodrigue, 

George’s son and the foundation’s 

executive director. Another four Boston 

uprights were purchased through the 

efforts of the LSU Foundation and 

Hall Piano Company of Metairie.

 In 2011, George painstakingly 

unleashed a 

psychedelic pack of 

Blue Dogs on a 

1913 grand piano 

restored by Hall, 

dubbed the 

Rodrigue Steinway. 

Initially, the 

Foundation 

considered 

auctioning the prized piano to help 

equip the music school with new 
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Steinways, but after George’s death decided 

it was a treasured family heirloom.  As an 

alternative, the Foundation opted to market 

the prints, which Jacque Rodrigue said sold 

out quickly.

 In addition to 

the 19 Boston 

Model UP-118S 

Performance 

Edition pianos, 

the College of 

Music and 

Dramatic Arts 

revealed a $1.8 

million campaign 

to purchase 21 

Steinway grand 

pianos, as well as another 11 Boston 

uprights. That would bring the school’s 

inventory of Steinway-designed pianos to 

nearly 75 percent, according to Steven O. 

Kinchen, president of Hall Piano. The new 

Bostons replaced existing pianos in 

practice rooms, and each contains a brass 

plate acknowledging the efforts of 

the Foundation. 

 Sally Coveleskie, National Director 

of Higher Education Sales for 

Steinway & Sons, had an opportunity 

to see the 

Rodrigue 

Steinway in 

New Orleans. 

“I was deeply 

moved by George 

Rodrique’s 

steadfast commit-

ment to LSU. His 

desire to see 

future genera-

tions of students 

benefit from his work is commensurate 

with his passion for the arts.”

    The new instruments will get frequent 

use, as every music student at LSU must 

demonstrate proficiency on the piano. 

Boston uprights are essential equipment to 

accomplishing that goal.
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George Rodrigue’s “Take Five,” at top,
led to his remarkable work on the
Blue Dog Steinway, shown below,

that has been played by
Steinway Artists Billy Joel and Alan Touissant.

From left, Todd Queen, Dean of the 
College of Music & Dramatic Arts, 

Steven O. Kinchen and 
Jacque Rodrigue

Blue Dog photos courtesy
of the George Rodrigue Foundation
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CHARLOTTE, NC – Congregants at Graceway 

Baptist Church were getting close to 

culminating a years-long dream when David 

Cothern began searching for just the right 

instrument that would speak to an exhilara-

ting phase of ministry.

 In November, Graceway Baptist opened 

its new doors to the distinctive sound of Mr. 

Cothern playing a Boston Model GP-178 

Performance Edition grand piano. The 

church pianist credits Mark Love, president 

of Steinway Piano Gallery-Charlotte, for 

providing a seamless institutional experi-

ence that produced the perfect piano.

 “Before meeting Mark, I looked at other 

keyboards but didn’t find a good situation 

with any of them,” said Mr. Cothern. “We did 

not have a grand piano before, and to have 

one of such quality with the Steinway name 

attached is a tremendous asset to our 

worship services.” The musician said he was 

particularly impressed with the lower range 

as the Boston’s sound stands out during 

offertories and instrumentals. Based on a 

number of positive comments, he said church 

goers appreciably noticed a difference.

 In May, SPG Charlotte hosted a three-

day event at historic Davidson College, 

which is in the midst of a campaign to 

become an All-Steinway School. Several 

Boston pianos already have been chosen by 

music faculty members at Davidson, 

according to the dealer. Boston pianos 

incorporate designs by Steinway & Sons, 

and Mr. Love said they were continuing to 

grow in popularity, particularly in houses of 

worship throughout North Carolina.   

 “David came to us at the event and just 

fell in love with this instrument,” Mr. Love 

recalled, adding that the choice became 

readily apparent as other members of 

Graceway Baptist’s music ministry got 

involved in the selection process.

 “Steinway & Sons is committed to 

discovering and evaluating the piano needs 

for every house of worship,” said Peter 

Wagner, Manager of Worship Markets for 

Steinway & Sons. “It is through this process 

that our Boston pianos find a home in many 

churches across the country.”

GRACEWAY BAPTIST 
CHURCH WELCOMES
CONGREGANTS 
WITH A BOSTON GRAND PIANO   

Delivery day! Mr. Cothern joins 
Mark Love, President of the Steinway 

Piano Gallery-Charlotte.

More than 500 people attended the 
grand opening of Graceway Baptist 

Church in November.

At left, David Cothern plays his first 
notes on a Boston grand piano inside 
the new Graceway Baptist Church.
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BEREA, OH – How happy are faculty 

members at Baldwin Wallace University 

with their new Steinway-designed pianos? 

Susan Van Vorst, Dean of the Conservatory 

of Music, was kind enough to share this 

unsolicited email regarding a 

Boston Model UP-118 E 

upright piano from Mary 

Dobrea-Grindahl, Professor of 

Piano, who teaches solfége 

and eurhythmics. Mary is 

among a handful of teachers in 

the United States who holds 

the Diplôme Supérieur from 

the Institut Jacques-Dalcroze 

in Geneva, Switzerland. She 

also received the prestigious Strosacker 

Prize for Excellence in Teaching and 

Distinguished Faculty Leadership Award 

from BW. Over the last year, 25 new 

Steinway and Boston pianos were delivered 

to the Boesel Musical Arts Center, so 

Baldwin Wallace Conservatory of Music 

is well on its way to becoming an 

All-Steinway School.

Hi Susan,

I was like a kid in a candy factory this 

morning when I walked into K318 and saw a 

new Boston upright in there. It’s a really nice 

instrument and made a HUGE difference in 

my solfége classes. Having an 

instrument with a beautiful 

sound and overtones that are 

actually perceptible now gives 

me the opportunity to raise the 

standard in my classes because I 

know students are hearing the 

music from a much better 

source. . . I think the most fun 

was that I didn’t know it had 

been delivered, so when I saw it, 

kids got to see my excitement, and they were 

excited as well. Seriously, having that 

instrument is just as exciting to me as having 

a new B in my studio – it’s that much of a 

game changer for solfége teaching.

Thanks so much,

Mary

Mary Dobrea-Grindahl, Professor of Piano, 

Baldwin Wallace Conservatory of Music

NEW BOSTON UPRIGHT 
A “GAME CHANGER”   
AT BALDWIN WALLACE 
CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC   

From left, Sungeun Kim, 
Associate Professor of Piano, 

Mary Dobrea-Grindahl, Professor of Piano, 
and Robert Mayerovitch, 

Chair of the Keyboard Department at 
Baldwin Wallace Conservatory of Music

Mary Dobrea-Grindahl
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PRACTICE ROOMS BUSTLING 
WITH NEW BOSTON PIANOS AT   
NORTHWEST NAZARENE UNIVERSITY
NAMPA, ID – Being proactive can go a long 

way in attracting donors, as Dr. Walden 

Hughes attests when assessing his piano 

inventory at Northwest Nazarene University. 

Working with Mona Morrison at Dunkley 

Music in Boise, NNU developed an annual 

purchase program on the 90-acre campus. 

“Hosting institutional sales is a mutually 

beneficial relationship, but I knew we 

needed to buy new pianos to replace our 

aging practice room fleet,” said Dr. Hughes, 

Professor of Music. 

 Sponsored by the Church of the Nazarene, 

NNU is a Christian university of liberal 

arts, professional and graduate studies with 

roots dating to 1913. The school serves 

approximately  2,000 undergraduate and 

graduate students, while reaching out to 

thousands more online through  continuing 

education courses.

 After talks with the Harry W. Morrison 

Foundation, board members requested a 

tour of the music building. The late Mr. 

Morrison, a structural engineer and 

co-founder of the Morrison-Knudsen Co., 

worked on the Hoover Dam and San Fran-

cisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, as well as other 

high profile construction projects. He was 

featured on the cover of Time Magazine in 

1954 as “the man who has done more than 

anyone else to change the face of the earth.” 

Harry and his wife, Velma, would become 

legendary philanthropists in the Boise 

Valley. He died in 1991 while she passed 

away in 2013.   

 Established in 1952, the Morrison 

Foundation offers financial support to 

schools, hospitals, churches and community 

service organizations, mostly in Idaho. “We 

convinced the board that we had a genuine 

need. However, they were equally impressed 

that we were not throwing up our hands in 

despair,” Dr. Hughes said, citing ongoing 

efforts with Dunkley and an earlier grant 

used to secure a Steinway Model D.  

 Last January, NNU took delivery of two 

grand and three vertical Boston Performance 

Edition models, thanks to a $50,000 gift from 

the Foundation. 

“I cannot begin to 

describe how 

grateful we are for 

such remarkable 

generosity,”  he said. 

“It showed great 

foresight on Harry 

Morrison’s part to 

preserve his fortune 

and keep it under 

control of his heirs, 

who continue to 

share an undying 

passion for the arts, 

education, and community.”

 A veteran of 37 years in the music 

department, Dr. Hughes soon noticed more 

names crowding rehearsal room signup 

sheets.  “Not only are students logging more 

practice time, but having daily access to 

high-quality pianos enables them to be more 

successful. I am amazed at not only the 

quality of these instruments, but at how they 

are holding up to constant use, day and 

night,” he observed. “These pianos inspire 

both technical development and a gorgeous 

sound. Our students are becoming more 

consistent players, and they are getting more 

out of their lessons.”

 NNU piano performance majors garne-

red $130,000 in scholarships from the Joyce 

A. Chaffer Trust piano competition, while 

piano students won $250,000 from outside 

sources over the last 15 years.

 With the latest acquisition, NNU is moving 

closer to achieving status as an All-Steinway 

School. “Steinway is synonymous with quality 

and is universally recognized for making the 

finest pianos in the world. Becoming an 

All-Steinway School would be a tremendous 

benefit and would certainly enhance our 

recruitment efforts,” Dr. Hughes said.

Melodee McGregor, a student from 
Twin Falls, and Dr. Walden Hughes 

with one of five new Boston pianos at 
Northwest Nazarene University.

The John and Orah Brandt Fine Arts 
and Convocation Center serves as 
performance venue for the NNU 

Department of Music.
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A “MAGNIFICENT AND 
MAJESTIC” ADDITION 
TO FINE ARTS     
AT WILLIAM H. TAFT 
HIGH SCHOOL       
SAN ANTONIO, TX – When the old piano at 

William H. Taft High School surrendered its 

final note, administrators in the Northside 

Independent School District turned to 

Deborah Sandoval Moore. It was not the 

first time they sought her expertise at the 

Steinway Piano Gallery of San Antonio.

 With 103,000 students, Northside is the 

largest school system in south Texas. 

According to the NISD 

website, 77,000 

students are enrolled 

in fine arts courses. 

Opened in 1985, Taft 

is one of the eleven 

traditional high 

schools in the district 

named after current 

or former Supreme Court Justices.  

“Deborah knows all of our schools very 

well,” said James Miculka, NISD Director 

of Fine Arts. “She knows the nature of the 

performance halls and matches our needs 

with instruments that work for institutional 

purposes.”  

 For Taft, the new instrument of choice is 

a Boston Model GP-215 Performance Edition 

grand piano, and its choir director could not 

be happier. “We love this grand piano! It is 

stunningly beautiful while the sound is 

magnificent and majestic,” enthused Judy 

Welch. “Students are respectful of its 

presence and appreciative that the district 

blessed us with this outstanding musical 

expression. We look forward to enjoying 

this piano for many years.”

 Taft’s mission statement encourages 

students to strive for personal excellence 

and learn to function, contribute and 

compete in an ever-changing world. 

According to Mr. Miculka, the Boston 

validates to students the district’s commit-

ment to a quality fine arts education. 

“Parents, faculty, and students at Taft High 

School are extremely excited to see the 

availability of this incredible performance 

tool on their campus. Feedback regarding 

this purchase has been overwhelmingly 

positive,” he said.

 Glen Gough, Corporate Sales Manager 

for Steinway & Sons, applauded Northside’s 

ongoing dedication to the arts. “We are 

truly honored that the Boston Performance 

Edition grand was selected as the piano of 

choice for Taft High School,” he said. “We 

are dedicated to providing the finest 

possible instruments while our dealers 

remain committed to making professional 

representatives available to assist schools in 

choosing the proper Steinway-designed 

pianos. School staff, students, and indeed 

the entire community reap the benefits of 

this relationship through excellent musical 

performances,” Mr. Gough said.

 With designs by Steinway & Sons, the 

Boston offers versatility demanded by a 

dynamic and diverse fine arts program. 

“We knew it would be a perfect fit for the 

huge choirs, but it blends with our large 

orchestras and jazz ensembles, as well,” 

Mr. Miculka observed.

David Cain, NISD Supervisor of Choral 
Music K-12, at the piano; standing 
from left, Adrian Kirtley, Assistant 

Choir Director; Judy Welch, 
Choir Director, and Tommy Garcia, 

Principal of Taft High School

Deborah Moore
Institutional Sales Director

Steinway Piano Gallery – San Antonio
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PAYING IT FORWARD  
NEVER SOUNDED 
SO GOOD   
AKRON, OH – Lloyd and Lyle Anderson 

always make sure to visit the Neonatal 

Intensive Care Unit in the lower level of Akron 

Children’s Hospital following their performan-

ces at the institution’s annual Piano-A-Thon. 

 The Andersons, twin brothers born 

prematurely, pay it forward in tribute to 

amazing people who steered them through 

the fragile first month of life. “We have met 

nurses in the unit who still remember 

caring for us as delicate 

newborns. It is always a 

tremendous feeling 

knowing the donations 

we raise will give 

infants the same 

excellent care we 

received 21 years ago,” 

Lloyd Anderson 

commented.

 With just a few 

aspiring young artists, 

Elaine and Jack Thomp-

son launched Piano-A-Thon in 2000 at a 

local shopping mall. Last year, a record 150 

pianists played in the hospital’s atrium lobby 

over five days in June. Since its inception, 

the event has raised more than $55,000 for 

the hospital’s general fund. Ms. Thompson, 

a lifelong piano teacher, doesn’t award 

prizes. “I want them to experience the 

self-satisfaction that comes with making a 

difference in the world,” she said.

 When Piano-A-Thon relocated to Akron 

Children’s – the largest pediatric health 

care provider in northeast Ohio – Catherine 

Good Brulport of Steinway Piano Gallery 

Cleveland supplied a shiny new Boston 

Model GP-215 Performance Edition grand 

piano. Most participants never had a chance 

to play anything quite like it, according to 

Ms. Thompson.

 A veteran of all 14 fundraisers, Lloyd 

recalls performing on older, slightly out of 

tune pianos.  “The Boston was a treat. Since 

it is a grand piano, the sound reached all 

parts of the atrium with more clarity.” 

 Brother Lyle was equally impressed. 

“Music only sounds as good as the piano, 

and I thought that this particular instru-

ment made my music sound as good as I 

could hope for,” he said. “I am a huge fan of 

its firm touch and rich, 

mellow tone.”

     With robust sound 

carrying throughout the 

building, nurses report 

the music’s positive 

effects on patients in 

rooms and hallways. 

Hospital personnel on 

break often take a seat to 

enjoy the tunes, which 

include anything but 

holiday songs. “We don’t 

want to hear Jingle Bells in June,” 

Ms. Thompson laughed.

 Janelle Phinney, a piano teacher and 

mother of twins, stood in the surgery waiting 

area overlooking the atrium. One of her 

daughters was undergoing a procedure when 

the music caught her ear, inspiring her to join 

the effort. Another young pianist who 

underwent brain surgery in 2013 also took to 

the stage to support the cause. “The Piano-A-

Thon has taken on a life of its own. The word 

is spreading, and we have more teachers who 

want to join us next year,” Ms. Thompson said.

 As for Lloyd and Lyle, current students at 

Bowdoin College in Maine, they expect to 

continue the tradition for years to come. 

“This is a small, but important way to show 

gratitude for what the hospital did for me 

and for others, and what it continues to do 

to help young children,” Lloyd said.

Hannah Harley welcomes everyone 
to the 2014 Piano-A-Thon. 

Catherine Good Brulport, Vice President, 
Steinway Piano Gallery-Cleveland

Henry Cebula gives a great performance
at Akron Children’s Hospital.

Lloyd, Lyle and Jessie Anderson



to learn more about the boston performance edition, 
call 1-800-steinway (1-800-783-4692)
or visit www.steinway.com/boston

THE BOSTON PERFORMANCE EDITION
DESIGNED BY STEINWAY  & SONS

Designed by Steinway & Sons, the Boston piano is 

unrivaled in its class and unmatched in value. 

Because the design and materials are specified by 

Steinway & Sons, you can be confident that you are 

purchasing a truly great piano that is widely used 

at music schools and festivals around the world. 

Enhancements in recent years to the current 

“Performance Edition” introduced a maple inner rim, 

the patented OctagripTM Pinblock, and other 

improvements that truly elevate the Boston piano into 

a class by itself in the mid-price range. Every new 

Boston grand or upright piano comes with The Steinway 

Promise – which means that at any time within ten years 

of the date of purchase, you can trade in your Boston 

piano and receive 100% of the original purchase price 

in trade toward a new Steinway & Sons grand piano.


